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CChhoorraall  FFeessttiivvaall  //  MMuussiiccaall  TThheeaattrree  DDuueettss  
May 25—26,  2026 
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1035—103 St.  NW Edmonton 
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July 24-25, 2026 
MacEwan University - 
Allard Hall (Edmonton, AB) 
Performing Arts BC (PABC), Alberta Music Festival 
Association (AMFA), and the Saskatchewan Music 
Festival Association (SMFA), are pleased to announce the 
5th Annual Canada West Performing Arts Festival 
(CWPAF). The CWPAF provides a unique performance and 
educational opportunity to music and speech 
students. To learn more about the CWPAF go to 
www.canadawestfestival.ca or contact the administrator 
in your participating province: 

• British Columbia: festival@bcprovincials.com 
• Alberta: info@albertamusicfestival.org 
• Saskatchewan: sask.music.festival@sasktel.net 

 

www.canadawestfestival.ca 



PIANO

Sugne (Su-nay) Andrews lives in Sylvan Lake where she teaches about 30 students in her home studio. She loves 
teaching kids and also teaches a Preschool Piano class where the littles can learn in a fun and playful environment! 
Outside of teaching, she enjoys camping in the mountains, beach days, spending time with her husband, her son Levi 
(who also learns piano from her!), and their Rottweiler puppy Rosie. Although her first instrument was the violin, the piano 
has always been her favourite.

Sugne holds a Bachelor of Arts in Piano Performance, level 10 RCM piano, theory, and history certificates, and is a 
current ARMTA member.

She is very excited to hear each pianist perform!

























STRINGS

A native of Dayton, Ohio, Mr. Plotnick retired after completing his thirtieth season as Princiapl Second Violin with the 
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra. After graduating from the University of Cincinnati’s College - Conservatory of Music, Mr. 
Plotnick performed with orchestras in Cincinnati, Ohio, Louisville,Kentucky, and Caracas, Venezuela before assuming his 
position in Calgary.

In addition to performing in the Calgary Philharmonic, Mr. Plotnick also served as concertmaster of the Calgary Bach 
Society and the Calgary Festival Chorus Orchestras. Mr. Plotnick often appeared as a violin soloist with the Calgary 
Philharmonic and the Calgary Bach Society, as well as in frequent performances as a solo and chamber recitalist. In 
October of 1998, Mr. Plotnick participated in a cultural mission to Kazakhstan, which included solo perofmrances for its 
president.

Mr. Plotnick has been a member of the faculties of the University of Calgary, Mount Royal University, and the Amici String 
program in Calgary, and was the founding director and conductor of Mount Royal’s Intermediate String Orchestra. In 
addition, Mr. Plotnick has been a faculty member of the Banff International Youth Orchestra Festival, the Valhalla, Nelson, 
Strings, and Keys, and Los Angeles Suzuki summer music institutes, and has appeared as a guest solosit and clinician 
at Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. He is currently in demand as a string adjuciator at numerous music 
festivals.













DANCE

Michelle Fracchia-West, a dynamic force in the dance world, began her ballet journey in Saskatoon at just two years 
old. By sixteen, she had mastered advanced ballet and jazz, training with renowned institutions like the Royal Winnipeg 
Ballet School, The Banff Centre, and Alberta Ballet School. Though injuries shifted her path away from professional 
performance, her passion for dance remained undiminished, propelling her into a celebrated teaching career that now 
spans nearly three decades.

Michelle has worn many hats—dance instructor, ballet director, guest instructor, studio director, and choreographer—in 
prestigious dance communities across Alberta and Saskatchewan, including Alberta Ballet. She is a trusted mentor, 
inspiring dancers as a private coach and in regular classes, empowering them to excel with confidence and grace. 
Michelle is also a business mentor for studio owners and a respected adjudicator, sharing her expertise across the prairies 

With an impressive roster of credentials, Michelle holds an Associate Diploma with Cecchetti Canada, certifications with 
the Royal Academy of Dance, Alixa Flexibility, Progressing Ballet Technique, ADAPT, and Acrobatic Arts. A member of The 
Dance Leadership Institute, she also holds a Level 2 certificate in the Master the Art of Adjudication - Dance Adjudicator 
Certification program. Her innovative choreography has won awards, and she’s in high demand for her dual talents as 
an educator and adjudicator. Above all, Michelle is dedicated to helping dancers thrive, empowering them to reach new 
heights and succeed on their own terms. 



















CHORAL

Justin Macosky loved choral music from a young age. He spent 11 years singing with the Mount Royal Family of Choirs, 
touring across Canada and to Mexico. During his time with the Mount Royal Youth Choir, he was a student at Central 
Memorial High School in the Performing and Visual Arts Program in vocal music as a countertenor.
 
Starting in 2006, Justin was the choral director for Forest Lawn United Church, directing both the adult choir and children’s 
choir. He also served as Artistic Director and Conductor for the Ismaili Muslim Youth Choir from 2009-2012.
 
From 2010-2021 Justin was the Director of Choral Programming at Hillhurst United Church and served as the Southern 
Alberta Programming Assistant for Choir Alberta (formerly Alberta Choral Federation) from 2012-2015, organizing 
ChoralFest South, and Alberta Youth Choir 2013, and also acted as a PAC member from 2020-2024. Justin taught 
children’s music and play classes for 0-6 years through Gymboree Play and Music of Calgary from 2014-2019. He also 
served as the Artistic Director and Conductor of the Airdrie Community Choir from 2018-2025. 
 
Currently Justin is the director of the Westwinds Music Society’s Mixed Choir, and Choral Director of McDougall, Ogden, 
and Red Deer Lake United Churches in Calgary, and is a preschool teacher with P.L.A.Y. Daycare in Kensington Calgary.





BAND AND INSTRUMENTAL

Joel Gray is an Edmonton-based freelance trumpeter and music educator with over 30 years of 
experience across jazz, classical, and musical theatre. He has performed with artists such as Tommy 
Banks, PJ Perry, Slide Hampton, Diana Krall, and the Temptations. A regular with the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, he has played at Carnegie Hall and was featured as a soloist in their “Tribute to 
Louis Armstrong.” Joel is also a member of the Canadian All-Star JazzPops Orchestra, whose Then Is 
Now: Rhapsody in Blue earned a Juno nomination, and he recently recorded on Maria Dunn’s Juno-
winning album A Joyful Banner Blazing.

Joel has played in numerous professional musical theatre productions, including National Broadway 
Tours of Book of Mormon, Wicked, and Beauty and the Beast, and is slated to perform in Ain’t Too 
Proud in Edmonton. A passionate educator since 1995, he has taught at MacEwan University, 
Augustana University, and Keyano College. Since 2004, Joel has led the acclaimed “Littlebirds” jazz 
bands, mentoring young musicians and fostering emerging jazz talent.







SPEECH

Jules has been involved in theatre for over 20 years, training through Trinity College London where 
she earned her ATCL Performance Diploma in Speech and Drama. She also holds a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Drama from The University of Alberta. Jules is an actor, instructor, stage manager and 
director and is currently the Operations & Education Manager for The Grindstone Theatre Society.  





VOCAL AND MUSICAL THEATRE

Jill Jackson was born and raised in Calgary, Alberta where she began Jill Jackson was born and 
raised in Calgary, Alberta where she began her studies of music. She also studied in Edmonton 
at the University of Alberta. She currently lives in Airdrie, Alberta with her husband, 3 kids, and an 
assortment of pets! She owns a private voice studio, piano studio and is the founder and director of 
Little Show Stoppers, a musical theatre company for Airdrie’s youth.

Jill has a background in classical voice, musical theatre, and an extensive knowledge of music theory. 
She has her Grade 10 certificate from the Royal Conservatory of Music for piano and voice. She is 
an experienced performer in many genres. She has performed in numerous operas, most recently 
with Calgary Concert Opera in ‘Suor Angelica’. She loves to perform musical theatre as well and has 
starred in shows such as ‘Hello Girls’, ‘Nunsense’ and more.

Jill loves to teach and owns a private studio in Airdrie where she teaches students of all ages. She 
has studied the LoVetri method of pedagogy and focuses her teaching on functionality of the voice 
and understanding your individual instrument. She finds so much joy in helping her students grown 
in ability and confidence! Every student is a new opportunity to problem-solve and learn and grow 
together.









March 12, 2026 St. Andrew's United Church Vocal/Musical Theatre - 6:00 PM

7:45 PM Class 97013 - Vocal - Musical Theatre - Musical Theatre Solo - Ballad - 13 and Under
1. Zuri Ayuno

1. My House from Matilda the Musical by Tim Minchin, Lib. Tim Minchin



FIDDLE

Benjamin Christiani has been playing the fiddle since the age of 4, classically trained for 10 years, 
but a fiddler at heart. His love of fiddle music began early while listening to various old time records, 
attending concerts, and dances. Benjamin has attended many fiddle camps over the years, and has 
taught at a number as well. He’s competed at the Grand North American Fiddle Championship, the 
Canadian Grand Masters, and won the Alberta Open in 2017. Now the Vice President of the Alberta 
Society of Fiddlers, he spends lots of time promoting and supporting the fiddling community. He also 
is the Camp Coordinator for the ASF’s winter fiddle camp held in February every year. Playing for old 
time dances is always a highlight, you’ll find him playing at small country halls across Central Alberta. 
Benjamin works as a Mechanical Engineering Technologist designing heavy haul trailers and also 
runs his family’s farm by Lamont raising hay, cattle, and growing a huge garden.



March 12, 2026
Lacombe Memorial Centre - Centennial Hall - Fiddle -

5:00 PM

5:00 PM Class 03100 - Fiddle - Solo 1 piece - Age 10 and under - Own choice (time limit 2 min)
1. Jashayna Jordan (Fiddle)

1. Angus Campbell by Traditional

5:05 PM Class 03180 - Fiddle - Solo 1 piece - Age 15 to 18 - Own choice (time limit 2 min)
1. Vienna Smith (Violin)

1. Muddy Icicles by Dean Bernier, Arr. Dean Bernier

2. R. Roeland (Violin)

1. Europarty by Adam Shetland

5:10 PM Class 03240 - Fiddle - Solo 2 pieces - Age 11-14. A Waltz, plus a jig or reel. (3 min
time limit)
1. Lucy Pollard (Violin)

1. Dark Lochnagar by Traditional

2. Lannagan's Ball by Traditional

5:15 PM Class 03340 - Fiddle - Solo 3 pieces - Age 11-14  - A waltz, a jig, and a reel (time limit
4 min)
1. C. Roeland (Fiddle)

1. Tennessee Waltz by Trad

2. Ryiley's Reel by Trad

3. Swallowtail Jig by Trad

5:25 PM Class 03280 - Fiddle - Solo 2 pieces - Age 15-18. A Waltz, plus a jig or reel. (3 min
time limit)
1. Jada Smith (Violin)

1. Valse Francine by Yvonne Cuillerier

2. Four Quarters and a Roll of Pennies by Dean Bernier, Arr. Dean Bernier

2. A. Pollard (Fiddle)

1. Desmond's Song by Traditional

2. Rakes of Kildare by Traditional, Arr. Natalie MacMaster

5:35 PM Class 03380 - Fiddle - Solo 3 pieces - Age 15-18 - A waltz, a jig, and a reel (time limit
4 min)
1. Evangeline Hoogland (Violin)

1. Shannnon Waltz by Traditional

2. Prince George Jig by Calvin Vollrath

3. Grababow by Dean Bernier

2. Jessica Jordan (Fiddle)

1. B flat Waltz by Traditional

2. Ivor Scollay's jig by Calvin Volrath

3. Masons Apron by Traditional

3. Jerika Jordan (Fiddle)

1. Georgiana Moon by Traditional

2. Jerry's Jig by Calvin Vollrath

3. Mary Claire by Jerry Holland

5:55 PM Class 03390 - Fiddle - Solo 3 pieces - Age 19 and over - A waltz, a jig, and a reel (time
limit 4 min)
1. Beverly Calkins (Fiddle)

1. Big Bear Reel by John Arcand

2. Pauls Jig by Paul Vollrath

3. Aurora Waltz by Troy Gates, Arr. Troy Gates

2. Laurie Maetche (violin)

1. Interlake Waltz by Andy DeJarlis

2. Swallow Tail Jig by Traditional

3. Lamplighters Hornpipe by Traditional



March 12, 2026 Lacombe Memorial Centre - Centennial Hall Fiddle - 5:00 PM

5:55 PM Class 03390 - Fiddle - Solo 3 pieces - Age 19 and over - A waltz, a jig, and a reel (time
limit 4 min)
3. Joanne Henderson (violin)

1. Valse Gisele by Yvon Cuillerier

2. Kesh Jig by Traditional

3. Lamplighters Hornpipe by Traditional

4. Bernie Rabski (Fiddle)

1. Farewell to Inez by Dean LaPierre

2. Gigue du Lac Miller/ Miller Lake Jig by Jeanne Brousseau

3. Trip to the Market Reel by Adam Sutherland

6:45 PM Class 03480 - Fiddle - Duet 2 pieces - Age 15 to 18- Waltz plus own Choice (time
limit 4 min)
1. Jada Smith (Violin) and Vienna Smith (Violin)

1. Centennial Waltz by Don Messer

2. To The Ladies by Traditional

2. A. Pollard (Fiddle) and Lucy Pollard (Fiddle)

1. Skye Boat Song by Traditional, Arr. Anna Pollard

2. The Reconciliation by Traditional, Arr. D. Turk

3. Jerika Jordan (Fiddle) and Jessica Jordan (Fiddle)

1. The Twin Roth Waltz by Calvin  Vollrath

2. Fisher's Hornpipe by Traditional

7:00 PM Class 03490 - Fiddle - Duet 2 pieces - Age 19 and over - Waltz plus own Choice (time
limit 4 min)
1. Rick Brown (violin) and Joanne Henderson (violin)

1. Waltz Quadrille by Traditional

2. Turkey in the Straw by Traditional

2. Art Lawrence (violin) and Phil Tees (violin)

1. Peek a Boo Waltz by Traditional

2. Donald Cameron's Polka by Traditional

3. Marilyn McCarty (violin) and Bernie Rabski (violin)

1. Molly's Waltz by Traditional

2. Sleeping Giant Two Step by Andy DeJarlis

7:15 PM Class 03700 - Fiddle - Group class - Mixed age
1. Fiddle Fun (violin)

1. Bandit's Breakdown by Braden Gates

2. Manitoba's Golden Boy by Andy DeJarlis

3. Curly Hair by Freddy Lang

7:25 PM Class 03800 - Fiddle - Group class - Adult
1. Techno-Fiddlers (violin)

1. Lament for the Death of the Reverend Archie Beaton by John Mason

2. Caddam Woods Happy Acres Two step by Rennie, Cameron and McEachern

3. Mairi's Wedding by Traditional

7:35 PM Class 03600 - Fiddle - Group class - Advanced
1. The Cats and the Fiddles (violin)

1. Mitton's Breakdown Lightning Hornpipe by Earl Mitton and Don Messer

2. Westphalia Waltz by Traditional

3. Shingle the Roof Diamond Lil by Traditional



Thank you for supporting the 
Lacombe Music Festival!

Join us on Sunday, March 15 at 
2:00 PM for the Grand Concert 

and Awards Ceremony at 
St. Andrews United Church!




